
Joel/Yoel Chapter 1
The Locust Invasion 



An Invasion of Locusts….

 Joel 1:2  Hear this, elders! Give ear, all inhabitants of 
the land. Has this ever happened in your days, or even in 
the days of your fathers? 

 Joel 1:3  Tell your children about it—your children to 
their children, their children to another generation. 

 Joel 1:4  What the locust left, the swarming locust has 
eaten, and what the swarming locust left, the canker-
worm has eaten, and what the canker-worm left, the 
caterpillar has eaten.



An Invasion of Locusts….

 Trei Asar:

 Page 149 Starting here until the end of chapter 2, the 
prophet foretells of a great plague of Israel and 
destroy all vegetation, causing a devastating famine 
throughout the land. This was decreed by the Almighty 
in retribution for the sins of the Jewish nation, and the 
prophet urges the people e to repent from their evil 
ways and thereby bring about the annulment of the 
decree. He begins his prophecy by emphasizing the unique 
scale of the impending plague. 



An Invasion of Locusts….

 1:4–2:17: On the plague of locusts and the 
corresponding communal cry (or lamentation) to the 
LORD. 4: Cutter … locust … grub … hopper: There are 
many references to locusts in ancient Near Eastern texts. 
Some of these references associate the imagery of swarms 
of locusts with that of large invading armies or troops. 
The use of these four terms may represent an attempt to 
convey a sense of completeness, rather than express a 
biological, detailed focus. Abravanel understands the text 
as metaphorical: The four kinds of locusts refer to four 
nations that will rule over Israel—Babylonia, Persia, 
Greece, and Rome. Jewish Study Bible



An Invasion of Locusts….

 Let future generations know what a terrible locust 
plague this was indeed. This is exactly what Joel did 
when he wrote about it in his book.

 Tell your Children: Exodus 13:8, Deut. 4:9, 6:4-7, 20-21, 
Psalm 78:4-6

 Joel described the devastation as he told about four 
waves of locust invasions in verse 4: That which the 
palmer-worm has left has the locust eaten; and that 
which the locust has left has the canker-worm eaten; 
and that which the canker-worm has left has the 
caterpillar eaten.

 Agents of destruction: Jeremiah 15:2-3, Ezekiel 14:21, 
Revelation 6:1-8, 9:15



Agents of Destruction

Ezekiel 14:21

 Sword

 Famine

Wild Beasts

 Plague/Pestilence

Revelation 6:1-8

 White Horse – Conquest vs 1-2

 Beginning of Tribulation

 Red Horse – War vs 3-4

Civil war and strife

 Black Horse – Famine vs 5-6

 Economic disruption, 

inflation

 Ashen Horse - Death vs 7-8

 Disease & Death

 Cosmic Catastrophe – vs 12-15

 Zechariah 1:6-10; 6:1-7



An Invasion of Locusts….

 By the time Joel wrote these words, it is not 
prophecy; it is already history. But this history 
is going to become the background of something 
prophetic.

Plague on Egypt against Egyptians: Exodus 10:1-
20; Plague in Joel due to Israel’s sin: 
Deuteronomy 28:38



An Invasion of Locusts….

 Joel 1:5  Awake, drunkards, and weep! Wail, all you 
drinkers of wine—on account of sweet wine, for it is 
denied to your mouth! 

 Joel 1:6  For a nation has invaded my land. Vast—yes, 
without number! Its teeth are lion’s teeth, with jaw-
teeth of a lioness. 

 1:6 Locusts are compared to a nation, equivalent to a 
great army (cf. Prov. 30:27; Jer. 5:15–17; Joel 2:25;      
Rev. 9:3-7). Armies are compared to locusts elsewhere in 
the OT (Judg. 6:5; 7:12; Isa. 33:4; Jer. 46:23; 51:14, 27) and 
other ancient Near Eastern texts



An Invasion of Locusts….

 In verse 5, Joel tells the drunkards that the source of the 
wine has now been removed, so they are to awaken out of their 
sleep and weep. The word used here means “to reel in intoxication.” 
They are to awaken out of reeling intoxication and they are to 
weep because they have been destroyed by a nation of locusts in 
verse 6. It is not unusual for locusts to be depicted as a human 
military army. In fact, both locusts and ants are depicted as a 
military army in Proverbs 30:25–27. Joel’s personal agony is seen in 
his statement: “These locusts have eaten my land.” Verse 7 once 
again describes the totality of this particular devastation. The 
drunkards who live from one cup of wine to the next, those who 
have not learned to drink in simple moderation as the Bible allows, 
but have gone into excess, which the Bible forbids, are the ones 
lamenting. Indeed they must, for the source of their joy and 
security has been eaten by this army of locusts.



An Invasion of Locusts

 Joe 1:13  Gird yourselves and weep, kohanim! Howl, 
ministers of the altar! Come, lie in sackcloth all night, 
ministers of my God. For grain and drink offering are 
withheld from the House of your God. 

 Joe 1:14  Consecrate a fast. Proclaim a solemn assembly. 
Gather elders and all living in the land to the House of 
Adonai your God, and cry to Adonai. 



An Invasion of Locusts….

 One of the reasons that they must mourn this way is 
given in verse 9: The meal-offering and the drink-offering are 
cut off from the house of YHVH; the priests, YHVH’s ministers, 
mourn. Mourn pertains to fasting. 

 They must mourn now because there is no offering remaining 
for the Temple. There is no meal offering because the cattle 
and sheep are dying due to lack of grain. There is no drink 
offering because the vines have all been eaten up. As a result, 
the priests, who are responsible for making these offerings 
and who are sustained by these offerings, are also to lament.

 Exodus 29:38-42, Leviticus 23:13



An Invasion of Locusts….

 Joel again describes the totality of the devastation, resulting in a 
cessation of the joy of harvest in verses 10–12: The field is laid 
waste, the land mourns; for the grain is destroyed, the new wine is 
dried up, the oil languishes. Be confounded, O ye husbandmen, wail, 
O ye vinedressers, for the wheat and for the barley; for the 
harvest of the field is perished. The vine is withered, and the fig-
tree languishes; the pomegranate-tree, the palm-tree also, and the 
apple-tree, even all the trees of the field are withered: for joy is 
withered away from the sons of men.

 1:10 ground mourns … oil languishes. Joel poetically personifies these 
things as experiencing grief. The presence of grain, wine, and oil is 
evidence of God’s covenant blessing (Deut. 7:13; 11:14; Joel 2:19, 24), 
and their absence is evidence of God’s judgment (Deut. 28:49–51; Hos. 
2:8–9).ESV Notes



Day of The Lord..

 1:15–20: The cry. 15: Day of the LORD (cf. Isa. 13:6; Ezek. 30:2, 3; 
Obad. 15; Zeph. 1:14–15, among others), a relatively common 
term in prophetic literature. It points to a day in which the 
LORD dramatically alters the regular order of things. In many 
places it refers to an extraordinary day of judgment for the 
wicked (e.g., Isa. 13:9), and it is often associated with images of 
darkness and cosmic upheaval (e.g., 2:1–2; Amos 5:18–20; Zeph. 
1:14–15). Here the images stress the absence and lack of what 
is necessary for life. 20: If God is not to pity the (sinful) 
people, He should at least pity the blameless animals 
(similarly Jonah 4:11).

 This passage introduces Joel’s new theme announcing the coming 
Day of Jehovah in verse 15: Alas for the day! for the day of 
Jehovah is at hand, and as destruction from the Almighty 
shall it come.  Jewish Study Bible



Day of The Lord..

 1:15 The day of the LORD (see Introduction: Key Themes) is a major 
theme in Joel; it can refer both to the particular devastation of the 
locusts (v. 15) and to a final vindication of God and his people (3:18–
21). It can refer to a day of destruction and threat for Israel (2:1, 11), 
or for the nations (3:14). However, for God’s people, it is also 
associated with his presence (2:27), blessing (3:18), and salvation (2:31–
32; 3:16). For more on “the day of the Lord,” see note on Amos 5:18–20; 
and The Day of the Lord in the Prophets. destruction … Almighty. Joel 
uses an alliteration with the Hebrew words shod … Shadday (see ESV 
footnote), which suggests that the wordplay implies something like 
“destruction of the Destroyer.”

 1:15 The day of the Lord, the day when God appears, is a day of 
judgment (see note on Isa. 13:6).

 ESV English Standard Version



Day of The Lord

 Joe 1:18  How the animals groan! The herds of cattle are 
perplexed, because they have no pasture. The flocks of 
sheep also suffer. 

 Joe 1:19  To You, Adonai, I cry! For fire has devoured the 
pastures of the wilderness, and flame has set ablaze all 
the trees of the field. 

 Joe 1:20  Also beasts of the field pant toward You. For 
the water of wadis are dried up, and fire has devoured 
the pastures of the wilderness. TLV (Tree of Life 
Version)



Day of The Lord..

 1:18 the flocks of sheep suffer. The Hebrew for “suffer” 
is ’asham, and here it means “to suffer punishment” or “to 
bear guilt.” The idea would be that creation suffers for 
Israel’s guilt. It is also possible to read this as a form 
of shamem, “to be desolate” (see ESV footnote).

 1:19–20 To you, O LORD, I call (2:32; Ps. 28:1; 30:8). The 
devastation brought by the Lord can be relieved only by 
him. Fire is sometimes an expression of divine judgment 
(Gen. 19:24; Num. 11:1; Deut. 32:22; Jer. 4:4; Hos. 8:14; Amos 
1:4, 7, 10, 12, 14; Zeph. 1:18; 3:8; Rev. 21:8).

 ESV English Standard Version

 Crossway Bibles. (2008). The ESV Study Bible (pp. 1646–1648). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles.
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